






2\E~\illl .-

GLOBAL WARMING: MYTH OR REALITY?
Marcel Leroux, 2005, 509 pp., $119.00, hardbound, Springer.Verlag, ISBN 3-540-2309-X

The cover and size of this book hint that it may
serve as a bible to those who question that cli-
mate change is caused by humans.

That would be correct for a part-but only
a part~of the book, which is really two
books in one.

Marcel Leroux, professor emeritus of
climatology in Lyon, France, has long

advanced an alternative hypothesis for
the general circulation of the atmosphere,
one that gives !a central role to "Mobile
Polar Highs" (MPH), or polar air masses
in motion._One purpose of the book is to
construct a climatology based on MPHs and explore
what phenomena the new scheme can explain. The
other purpose is:to assert that the greenhouse effect

in the atmosphere does not influence climate change,
and thus that humans have no role in contemporary

climate changes, which the author assérts
are naturaL

Beyond these two scientific purposes, the
book also criticizes the news media and some

scientists for feeding the public the most sen-
sationalistic scenarios of future climates that
can be constructed. He is unforgiving with
those who feed that journalistic hunger. In a
more collegial spirit, he urges the discipline
to drop its focus on greenhouse-gas warm-
ing, and spend less time on modeling and

more time on developing concepts that may unravel
mysteries in climate dynamics. This review wil focus
only on the two scientific themes.

FRONTIERS OF CLIMATE MODELING
j. T. Kiehl and V. Ramanathan, £ds., 1006, 381 pp.,

$110.00, hardbound, Cambridge University PreiS,

ISBNO-511-79112-4

The physics and dynamics ofthe
atmosphere and atmosphere-ocean
interactions provide the foundation of
modern climate models, upon which
our understanding of the chemistry and
biology of ocean and land surface prOM

cesses are built. This volume captures
modern developments in modeling the
atmosphere, and their implications for
our understanding of climate change,
whether due to natural or anthropoM

genic causes. Emphasis is on elucidating
how greenhouse gases and aerosols are
altering the radiative forcing of the cli.
mate system and the sensitivity of the
system to such perturbations.

AMERICAN METt:OR,OLOGICN, SOCiETY

INTIMATE UNIVERSALITY: LOCAL
AND GLOBAL THEMES IN THE
HISTORY OF WEATHER AND
CLIMATE

J. R. Fleming, V. jankovic, D. R. Coen, Eds., 2006,
264 pp.,$39.95,hardbound,Science History

Publications,ISBNO.BBIJ5-J67.1

The essays in this book, from eight of
the leading historians of weather and

climate, iluminate the hopes and strugM

gles of researchers and practitioners
from the eighteenth to the twentYMfirst
centuries, across a diverse set of issues

(e.g, the role of meteorology in the
study of physics in late nineteenthMcen-
tury England; the ties between aviation
technology, atmospheric science, and
neocolonialism in the Americas in the
mid-twentieth century), and on a vast
array of spatial scales.

PATH OF DESTRUCTION: THE
DEVASTATION OF NEW ORLEANS
AND THE COMING AGE OF
SUPERSTORMS

John McQuaid and Mark Schleifstein, 2006, 368 pp.,

$25.99, hardbound, Little, 8rown and Company,

IIBNO-JI6.01641.X

This book offers an explanation for
Hurricane Katrina, the greatest natu-
ral disaster in American history. Com-
bining firsthand accounts ofthe storm
and its aftermath with current scienM

tific research, the book looks at the
storm itself, those who survived, and
those who didn't, and also discusses
inadequacies in the country's disasM

ter-response system, the officials who
failed to act, and the science behind
why these storms are coming now, and
why more may be on the way.

JANUARY 2007 BAn\- B9










